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MADISON – This year’s Local Food Means Business meeting is being held in conjunction with the 

Isthmus Food & Wine Festival. The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 

Protection (DATCP) encourages attendees to register now for this buyers and sellers networking 

opportunity.  

The Local Food Means Business meeting will be held on Friday, October 18 in the Exhibition Hall at 

the Alliant Energy Center in Madison. The meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m. 

The purpose of the Local Food Means Business meeting is to make the connections between the food 

suppliers with the food buyers. Suppliers include farmers, value-added food businesses and distributors. 

Buyers include restaurant chefs, institutional food service directors, grocery store buyers and 

distributors. 

The meeting will include organized small group networking and time for open discussion between 

businesses. A highlight of the afternoon will be a panel of buyers and sellers that have made local food 

work for them.  

After the meeting is complete, attendees will be able to preview the Isthmus Food & Wine Festival 

before the show is open to the general public. Buyers will be able to meet the local food exhibitors and 

taste their products. Many of the suppliers attending the meeting will have also have exhibitor booths at 

the Isthmus Food & Wine Festival. 

This is the third year of the Local Food Means Business meeting, which is hosted by Dane County 

University of Wisconsin-Extension’s Institutional Food Market Coalition and DATCP’s Something 

Special from Wisconsin™ Program. About 100 attendees are expected. 

To register for the Local Food Means Business meeting in advance, sign up online at 

http://localfoodmeansbusiness.eventbrite.com. Discounted rates are available for members of the 

Institutional Food Market Coalition and Something Special from Wisconsin™. For more on the Isthmus 

Food & Wine Festival, visit http://www.isthmusfoodandwine.com.  

For questions, contact DATCP’s Lois Federman at 608-224-5124 or lois.federman@wisconsin.gov.  
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